
Monte Jade May Career Management Forum: 
 
“Trans-Pacific Enterprises - Technology eco-systems across the Pacific, 
business lessons and personal perspectives” 

 
Time:  May 19(Wednesday) 6:30pm 
Place: 大鴻福餐廳(Hong Fu Restaurant) 

20588 Stevens Creek Blvd., Cupertino, CA 95014 
Tel: (408)252-2200 

 
Come hear the experiences of seasoned executives who's help build some of 
the most successful enterprises straddling Silicon Valley and Greater China 
Business model, eco-systems, cultural dynamics and personal journeys." 
 
Moderator:  

Aaron Woo, Founder and CEO, Essential Solutions 
Panelists:  

Ben Lee, Senior VP, Cypress Semiconductor 
John Chang, Chairman, Clean Focus; Co-Founder and Board Director, Aspect 

Gaming 
Brian Ann, US-China Consultant 
Steve Jiang, Director of Engineering, Marvell Semiconductor 
 

Register: Please visit www.montejade.org 
Please register in advance and pay on site 
Fee: Member & Student $30, Non-member $40, extra $10 for site registration 

(Chinese dinner included) 
 
Speaker pictures and bios 
 
 

 
John Chang, Chairman, Clean Focus 
John Chang drives corporate development and mobilizes capital sources at Clean Focus. 
He brings over 25 years of expertise in building enterprise and consumer ventures in both 
start-up and multinational companies. He has focused on clean technology over the last 
three years and assisted a solar photovoltaic start-up and a low-energy fluorescent 
lighting manufacturer. John leverages extensive operating experience and a strong 
business network in Silicon Valley and Asia. He most recently co-founded a casino slot-



machine manufacturer in Shanghai, and he currently serves on the Board of Directors of a 
joint venture in Beijing. Previously, John was Chairman of StarCite, where he led the 
merger of OnVantage and StarCite to form the dominant player with over $60 million in 
sales in on-demand meetings technology. Prior to StarCite, John co-founded seeUthere 
Technologies, which later became OnVantage. Before serving as CEO of OnVantage, 
John was Vice-President of Marketing for Interwoven where he helped launch the 
company from seven employees to market leadership and an eventual IPO. John also held 
Section 16 executive officer positions at Insignia Solutions, where he helped take the 
company public in 1995. Prior to Insignia, John managed a $600 million business unit at 
Acer America, and he served in several managerial positions at Hewlett-Packard. John 
earned an MBA and Arjay Miller Scholar award from Stanford University and a BSEE 
with Honors from the California Institute of Technology. 
 

 
Ben Lee, Senior VP, Cypress Semiconductor 

Ben Lee joined Cypress Semiconductor as Senior Vice President of Worldwide Sales 
in July 2008.  Most recently, Mr. Lee served as Vice President, Worldwide Sales, at 
Trident Microelectronics and Chief Operating Officer at Apexone Microelectronics, a 
Shanghai based startup.  Prior to Apexone, Mr. Lee was Vice President at Altera 
Corporation for Asia Pacific and Managing Director of Altera International Ltd based in 
Hong Kong.  He led highly successful strategic business campaigns to drive rapid growth 
of Altera’s sales across Asia Pacific, establishing Altera as a premier brand in the Asia 
market.   

Prior to Altera, Mr. Lee held various senior management positions at National 
Semiconductor Corporation and Chartered Semiconductor Manufacturing, both in Silicon 
Valley and Asia.  While at National’s Silicon Valley headquarters, he led the company’s 
marketing effort in the personal computer business unit, growing market share of the 
SuperI/O product line from 18% to over 50% while facing tough US and Asia 
competition.  Mr. Lee completed his career with National as General Manager, China 
Region, while serving dual roles as Business Unit Director for telecom, information 
appliance and DVD product lines.  At Chartered Semiconductor, Mr. Lee was Vice 
President of Worldwide Marketing and led the company’s strategic business planning 
process and expanded the company’s marketing reach in Europe, Japan, North America 
and Greater China. 

Starting his extensive career as a system integration engineer at IBM’s Federal 
Systems Division in New York, Mr. Lee holds a B.S.E.E. from California Polytechnic 



State University, San Luis Obispo, and an MBA in marketing from Golden Gate 
University, San Francisco. 

 

 
Brian Ann, US-China Consultant 

Brian is a seasoned executive in Venture Capital and High Tech Industry.  He is 
currently advising clients in the areas of alternative and new energies as well as fund 
raising for start ups.  Prior to his current role, Brian was the Executive Director for KTB's 
(Korea's largest PE/VC) Investment Office in Beijing, China.   

Prior to KTB Investments, Brian was the managing director for Hotung Capital 
Management responsible for all venture investments in US. His investments included 
AATI (Nasdaq), Airespace (sold to Cisco), Berkana (sold to Qualcomm), Cicada (sold to 
Vitesse), Infinera (Nasdaq), Polyfuel (London AIM), Resonext (sold to RFMD), 
Zettacom (sold to IDT) and others. 

Prior to his venture capital career, he has been an entrepreneur, an executive, and an 
engineer. He founded Signia Technologies in Silicon Valley and served as its first CEO. 
Signia develops wireless semiconductor solutions and is now a member company of the 
Powerchip Semiconductor Corp. in Taiwan. He was also involved in the cellular and PCS 
system products and technologies with Repeater Technologies (NASDAQ) as its VP of 
Engineering, and with Lucent Technologies as a technical manager and a member of 
technical staff. 

He received his MSEE from the Ohio State University, and BSEE from the National 
Taiwan University. He also attended the EMBA program at Rutgers University in New 
Jersey as part of the leadership program sponsored by Lucent Technologies. He is fluent 
in English and Mandarin. 

 

 
Steve Jiang (姜少昆), Director of Engineering, Marvell Semiconductor 



Steve has more than 30 years of experience in the high tech industry, including mini-
computer, mini-supercomputer, vector processor, VLIW Machine(very long instruction 
word processor), embedded and application processors.  
Prior to joining Marvell Semiconductor he worked in Samsung, TI, IBM, Gould 
Electronic, Wang Lab, DEC and a few startups in the area of micro-processor, DSP and 
media processor development.  
He founded one company in Bay area and another one in Shanghai. He stayed in 
Shanghai from 1999 to 2005. In Shanghai, he managed and led a team successfully 
developed and delivered a 32-bit high performance processor around 2001.   
Steve has BSEE from National Taiwan University and MSEE from University of 
Massachusetts.  
 

 
Moderator: Aaron Woo, Founder and CEO, Essential Solutions 
Under his direction, Essential Solutions has emerged as Silicon Valley's premier retained 
executive search firm focused on placing key strategic leaders - C-level, VP, BOD-level, and 
other senior executives in wireless, communications technology, semiconductors, cleantech and 
related industries. Aaron and his team have successfully managed and completed several hundred 
senior level executive searches, becoming trusted partners to company founders, investors, and 
executive teams in Silicon Valley high-growth companies. Prior to founding Essential Solutions, 
Aaron held project management, applications engineering, and senior field sales positions at 
M/A-COM and Watkins-Johnson where he focused on developing business in new wireless 
communications markets. Aaron holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering 
from the University of California, Davis. 
Essential Solutions is the West Coast Affliate for ITP World Wide.  ITP Worldwide is a global 
alliance of private, independently owned executive search firms focused on technology recruiting. 
They have seven member firms in more than fourteen countries in all three major economic 
zones: Asia Pacific, North America and Europe 
The member firms operate with the professionalism and scope of a large international firm, but 
without any of the inherent restrictions or conflicts. 

 


